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CONVENERôS REMARKS 
 

The local government elections in May last year brought many changes to the 

membership of Tayside Fire and Rescue Board.  An elected member induction 

programme, at both local and national level, along with the creation of the Service 

Delivery and Service Support Forums of the Board has, however, raised membersô 

awareness of their duties and responsibilities and increased their involvement in the 

strategic decision making process. 

 

The signing of the Concordat between the Scottish Government and local government has 

strengthened local responsibility for the funding and delivery of the fire and rescue service.  I 

would like to commend the Chief Fire Officer, the Treasurer and the Chief Executiveôs and 

Directorôs of Finance of the three constituent councils for their work, in this new operating 

environment, to ensure as reasonable a financial settlement as could be realistically expected 

for Tayside Fire and Rescue for the next three years.  During this period of significant change 

within the fire and rescue service the communities we serve have a right to expect high 

quality community safety and emergency response services.  They also have a right to expect 

a service which delivers value for money.  It is therefore incumbent upon the Board to ensure 

that our financial resources, once secured, are managed effectively and that Best Value is 

achieved in all aspects of the service. 

 

The professional relationship which existed between the previous Board and the service, as 

recognised by Audit Scotland, has been further developed during the first year of the new 

Board and this has been to the ultimate benefit of all the communities we serve.  

 

 

Ken Lyall 

Convener 
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